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— : : Remodelers Advised to Apply Now
B Builders Looking to Repair g .
Broken Home Finance System for Lead Certification
®  High Unemployment Levels Put
Housing on Slow Growth Track Remodelers and other contractors who work in homes built before
B Builders Need to Act Fast on 1978 are being urged to complete the application for firm
Home Buyer Tax Credit certification that will be required by the U.S. Environmental
B Nation's Building News Begins Protection Agency as part of the Lead Paint Renovation, Repair
Biweekly Publication and Painting rule that goes into effect on April 22.

The agency has up to 90 days to approve a company certification

mere and applying today makes it less likely that the form will be b 'r;"es"ge”tbg(;c".”? must sell
m  Lifelines Dry Up for Mortgage delayed by the bottleneck that is expected as remodelers pranned subdivision
Lending scramble to meet the deadline. = Rolling Hills and Creek
Frontage/Views!
Remodeling firms that have already submitted their applications . Auction Time: February 23rd at
m  Builders Continue to Battle report that the EPA is taking as long as two months to approve Noon!
Unfair Health Care Bill them, said NAHB environmental policy analyst Matt Watkins. L ]
Provision “Remodeling firms should start applying for firm certification ASAP,
even if no one in the firm has completed the required training yet,”
he said

B New-Home Sales Decline in

f . The new law will require contractors working on projects that
November, Inventories Slim

disturb lead-based paint in homes, child care facilities and schools

®  Housing Starts Downin built before 1978 to be certified and follow specific work practices
December, But Permits Rise to prevent lead contamination. The individual certification is based
m  Economy, Foreclosures Take on eight hours of classroom and hands-on instruction — and is
Toll on Builder Confidence separate from the company certification, which requires a
m  Returning Home Buyers Show a completed application and a fee of $300. 4 Let Love Bloom With an FTD
Shift in Preferences NAHB . ith EPA official I . 20% Discount in February
B FHA Announces Tighter Lending continues to meet with EPA officials to resolve ongoing ) )
Requirements concerns about the new rule, which ultimately may cause certified . FedEx Offers Big Savings on
i - ive — Shippin
m IRS Updates Form 5405 for remodelgrs to lose buls'lness to less expenswe' and less pping
responsible — uncertified remodelers who don’t use safe work

Home Buyer Tax Credit

B Useful Links to Monitor
Economic and Housing Trends

! X i . -, Members, Take Advantage of
practices. Worse yet, potential contracted jobs may become do-it- Special Hertz Offers

yourself projects, which, if done in homes where lead paint is L ]
present, could present a health threat to young children in the
home.

Tips and Techniques more
m  Builders’ Tip: Protecting Stairs Among the concerns:
During Drywall Installation

e Despite the looming deadline, the EPA has not started
Builders’ Show more any outreach, promotion or advertising to let the public
know about the new rule. The agency has indicated that it
will release a preliminary marketing campaign plan by the
end of February.

m  Crowds at IBS More Upbeat
About Prospects for 2010

e The agency is falling behind on approving training
B Social Activities Not at the Top programs so that contractors can complete the individual
of 55+ Home Buyer Wish List certification requirements. It has estimated that about
®  |t's Not Easy Getting a Handle 200,000 remodelers, painters, electricians, HVAC
on What 55+ Home Buyers Want technicians and others working in the targeted homes and
buildings need to be certified by April 22 but only about
Sales & Marketing more s 120 training companies have been approved so far —

leaving the vast majority of the industry uncertified as the

m  NAHB Names Gold Award compliance date nears.

Winners of The Nationals

B ‘Think Sold!" Provides the Tools e Even as it struggles to fulfill the requirements under the
to Sell Homes, Even in a Slow existing rule, the EPA has released a revised rule, which it
Market also expects to put in place before the deadline. The rule

expands the number of homes that fall under its purview

Multifamily Housing mareE by eliminating the “opt-out” provision for home owners

m  Research Center Certifies First who don’t have children under the age of six or who meet
Green Multifamily Buildings other requirements.

small Builders & Remodelers  ULGLE] “This is a rule that the EPA itself is making almost impossible to

comply with,” Watkins said. “Our members want to do this work

®  Remodeling Poised to Enter professionally, legally and most important, they want to do it

Early Phase of Recovery
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m  Apply for NAHB Remodelers
Leadership Grant by Friday, Feb.
5

i
o
=
L
4

®  Education Calendar

rhore

B Remodelers Advised to Apply
Now for Lead Certification

Green Building rore

m  Appraisals Impeding Wider
Use of Green Products

B Builders See Cost Savings Move
Green Into the Mainstream

m  Builder Rebate Program Helps
Owners Weatherize Homes

B Green Building Awards Deadline
Is Feb. 3

B Greening Missouri Homes
Conference Set for March 16-17

Home Builders Institute =

m  Construction Management
Contest Winners Announced

Building Products. moke &

m  Pellato Hold 30 ‘ProExpo’
Events Around the Country

rmore

B NAHB-Produced Programs on
the DIY Network

m  Education Scholarship Fund
Created to Honor Joe Robson

B Evans Scholarship Fund Awards
$41,000 to 13 Students

Association News

®  Nation’s Home Builders Elect
Leadership for 2010

m  Hall of Fame Builder F. Coin
Campbell, Jr. Dies at 85

B Let Love Bloom This Valentine's
Day With FTD 20% Discount

m  FedEx Offers Big Savings on
Shipping

B Members, Take Advantage of
Special Offers From Hertz

B Speakers Wanted for 2011
International Builders’ Show

m  Calendar of Events

NAHB Career Center morei

®  Search, Post Construction-
Related Jobs and Opportunities
Online
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safely. Given that the agency has not responded to our legitimate
concerns, I'm not sure how they’re going to get there.”

For more information, e-mail Calli Schmidt at NAHB, or call her at
800-368-5242 x8132.
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